AN ARCHAEOLOGY OF WEST SUSSEX

(A ten-week course sponsored by West Sussex County Council)

	Course code: J1001C

Course level: Entry
	Venue: Edes House, Chichester  (parking available in Council Car Parking – enter Edes House via rear entrance)
	

	No. of sessions: 10
	Start date: 3 October 2007
	Day: Wednesday

	Tutor:  John Magilton
	Time: 7.00 - 9.00 pm
	

	Cost
	£68.00 full; concessions
	


What is the aim of the course?

The course will look at the archaeology of West Sussex from the time of the first farmers, around 4000BC, up to about AD1550, but with an emphasis on the last 2000 years, to reflect your tutor’s interests and expertise.  It aims to give learners an understanding of how the varying landscapes (Weald, Downs, Coastal Plain) have been utilised in the past and how society has evolved from the days of the foragers who preceded the early farmers to the start of the industrial revolution and the first English blast-furnaces.  


What level is the course?

The course is suitable for beginners as well as learners with an interest in particular periods who wish to expand their knowledge.  It may be particularly useful to newcomers to the area who want to get a quick grasp of its archaeological heritage and to amateur excavators looking for an academic background for their interests.  To encourage members of Chichester and District Archaeology Society to attend, the class will not meet on those Wednesdays when the society meets, and students who do not belong to the society will be able to attend a sample meeting or two if they wish, with a view to joining.

What will the course cover?

As much as possible of the course will be taught by looking at excavations over the past 20 years or so, explaining how the results have enhanced (and occasionally contradicted) what we think we know about the past.  Many of these excavations have been directed by the tutor and are still in the process of being prepared for publication, so the data are not yet available elsewhere.  The techniques of field archaeology (surveying, photography etc) will not form part the course, although learners will be encouraged to look critically at published excavations. 

How will I be taught?

Teaching will mostly be through informal illustrated talks, supplemented by handouts for some topics.  Where appropriate, we will borrow Chichester Museum’s loans boxes in order to handle original artefacts.  There will be at least one field trip to look at a local townscape (one trip will be on Sunday 25th Nov). You will be given an up-to-date booklist with recommendations for further reading and will be expected to undertake some study in your own time.  Your tutor normally has a quiz in the session before Christmas, the unfortunate winner receiving a bottle of rough red wine from his last foreign trip.

What can I expect to achieve?

The content and outcomes of the course will be discussed with you and may be adapted to meet your needs and those of the group. As a guide, by the end of the course you should be able to:

1 Know, in outline, the archaeology of the region during the past 6,000 years

2 Name the archaeological periods, list their technological achievements and understand the organisation of society

3 Have looked critically at excavation results, both published and unpublished

4 Appreciate how the varying landscapes have offered opportunities for farming and industry and understand how the countryside has changed in response to their needs

5 Look analytically at old towns and identify phases of growth and decline

6 Discover where to find out more about subjects that particularly interest you.

How will I know I’m progressing?

You will have an opportunity to maintain an Individual Learning Plan and your tutor will discuss your progress and achievement with you throughout the course.

What will I need for the first session?

You will need a pen and some paper for the first session and may wish to buy a ring-binder to keep your notes together.  
Are there any other costs?

Travel to either Chichester or Midhurst to look at an ancient townscape.  There is no textbook for the course, but learners wishing to purchase books will be advised on those to avoid.

What can I do next?

Learners who gain an interest in a particular period (eg Roman Britain) will be able to pursue their interests through other West Sussex courses and those run by, for example, university extra-mural departments and the Workers’ Educational Association.  Those who want to try practical archaeology will be directed towards training excavations run by Chichester District Council and the Sussex, Chichester and Worthing archaeological societies.

Will I have a chance to give my views on the course?

You will be encouraged to give feedback and evaluate your progress throughout the course.

The Course Tutor – John Magilton

John is a graduate of Southampton University with a degree in Archaeology and Medieval History.  He later completed an MPhil degree in Ancient History at the University of Birmingham and was awarded a university medal.  He grew up in Chester, where he did his first excavating as a schoolboy, and after graduating worked in York and Lincoln, before moving to Chichester as District Archaeologist in 1985.  He directed Southern Archaeology until 1999 and has since worked as a consultant, writing up his own and other people’s backlog excavations.  A major report by him on a Chichester leper hospital cemetery is currently in press and he has published several other books and articles.  Amongst his interests are the archaeology of religion and town plan analysis.  He has taught adult education classes most years since graduating in 1972 and enjoys meeting people from different backgrounds with a common interest in archaeology.
Please contact the local adult education centre if you would like a map sent to you, or visit www.westsussex.gov.uk/adulteducation
The West Sussex Adult and Community Learning Service welcomes learners from all sections of our diverse community.  If you feel you have additional learning needs, please ask about the support that is available.

