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Chairman’s report                                                                                                                           
Trevor Davies 

It may not have been the promised “Barbecue Summer”, but it has been an active time for CDAS 
members.  We are seeing a sustained increase in membership, and I am encouraged by the numbers 
of those new members that are participating in our activities. When looking for members to become 
involved in projects, there is a temptation to approach those one knows. This is a mistake. We have to 

ensure that those whom we do not know are also involved. This means that both organisers and members have to be 
pro-active in getting in touch with each other. It may take some effort, but it is really rewarding. 

Surveying 

The biggest news since the last Newsletter is that the Survey Team produced the report on the survey of the Roman 
villa. Chichester Harbour Conservancy then released the funds for the magnetometer. As a result of many individuals’ 
contributions, CDAS now has its own magnetometer which is much more up to date and sensitive than the machine we 
had been borrowing from English Heritage. Using the CDAS magnetometer in conjunction with the resistivity 
equipment that we have again been able to borrow from English Heritage, two major surveys have been carried out. 

First, in Didling, the search for the Roman villa 
continues. Peter Page led a team surveying two 
locations on Manor Farm.  Although some unexplained 
responses were found, and these need to be 
investigated further, there has been no conclusive 
proof of the villa’s location. 

Second, Neville Haskins supported by Peter Page led 
a team working at Fishbourne that had three 
objectives: 

1. To carry out a survey of the paddocks to the north of 
the Roman Palace. Some features were identified.   
The majority of them were thought to be of natural 
origin although some archaeological features may be 
present. It was good to see a number of new members 
taking part in this. 

2. To survey the West Wing of the Palace. The results 

 

 

 

(Alan Stanley at work, left) showed a bewildering 
mixture of responses corresponding to the known 
archaeology of the Flavian palace but also additional 
features which may be due to earlier buildings 
underlying these remains. These features are new. 
This is a potentially exciting development, if the results 
can be interpreted. 

3. To provide an opportunity for new members to be 
trained, and for the more experienced operators to 
experiment with the equipment and look at the 
changed responses from different parameter settings.  

In addition, Fishbourne Roman Palace were able to 
use our efforts as an attraction during “Archaeology 
Week”. 

Training 

The second annual excavation training dig was 
undertaken in June, organised by Mike Dunn and 
Caroline Scott and overseen by Jonathan Dicks. Mike’s 
report is below (p4).   

Pauline Norris has set up a tightly organised 
classroom-based training programme that runs well 
into 2010. Some courses have been booked up so 
quickly that further courses will be organised towards 
the end of next year. (See Pauline’s article on p3) 
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Field Walking 

After four years as the organiser of our field walking 
effort, Alan Stanley has decided to step aside, and 
hand the baton over to Mike Dunn. I would like to thank 
Alan for his dedication. Of necessity field walking is 
done in the winter, often at short notice to fit in with 
farming schedules. Alan has risen to these challenges, 
often laying out the field the day before, to ensure a full 
day when the walking begins.    

Mike Dunn takes over a long list of fields that the 
Chichester Harbour Conservancy would like to be 
walked; the issue is getting the farmers on board with 
the programme. I am sure you will all transfer the 
support you gave to Alan to Mike. 

Condition Assessment 

As a result of the CDAS Condition Assessment surveys 
over the past few years, we have highlighted a number 
of sites on Thorney Island that need some work.    
There is an initiative to form a volunteer group of 
Thorney Island residents to work on this project.   
Alison McQuaid (formerly James) has also triggered an 
initiative to work with the residents of Thorney Island to 
discover more of their past. The results of this work 
may include a heritage trail, and CDAS may be 
involved in looking for a Deserted Medieval Village. 

Desk Research 

Much good work has been done over the past couple 
of years by this group, but there is a need for some 
training, so that we are more structured in our 
approach and more certain that the outcome is 
comprehensive. Ann Davies with the help of David 
Rudkin is researching possible sources of suitable 
training.  

Chichester Walls Project 

Earlier in 2009 Chichester District Council won an 
award from the Heritage Lottery Fund to research the 
Chichester walls - when they were built, when they 
were altered, how they were constructed.   CDAS was 
consulted during the preparation of the proposal.     
There will be opportunities for CDAS members 
together with other volunteers to take part in the 
geophysical surveys – Chichester District Council will 
be purchasing a new resistivity meter for the project.    
There will also be opportunities for CDAS members to 
get involved in digging, finds processing and post 
excavation reporting. The first excavation is taking 
place on Bishop’s Walk, next to avenue de Chartres, 
from 6 to 31 October directed by Andy Howard, the 
District Council’s City Walls Project Officer 
(ahoward@chichester.gov.uk)                         

Lecture Programme 

Our 2009/10 lecture programme continues at the usual 
venue, the New Park cinema on New Park Road, 
Chichester. The programme Keith Robinson has put 
together remains as shown on your membership cards. 
As a reminder, the next talks  are: 

28 October – Simon Stevens: ‘Recent Archaeological 
Excavations in Lewes’ 

25 November – John Penney: ‘Language and 
Prehistory’ 

Our Annual General Meeting and social evening follow 
on 16 December. 

27 January 2010 – Gordon Hayden: ‘Pottery and Social 
Preference’ 

24 February – Damian de la Rosa; ‘Late Iron Age and 
Roman settlement at Waterlooville’ 

24 March – Gabor Thomas; ‘Kent and Post-Roman 
society’                                                                      ��

________________________________________ 

 

James’s Guided Walk 

On 5th July the District Archaeology Officer James 
Kenny led another of his popular and informative walks 
for CDAS, this time over Stoughton Down. First target 
was Goosehill Camp, a double concentric bank and  
ditch enclosure dating from about 250BC with a hut 
platform. It was excavated this summer by students 
from  University College London and is a rare example 
of its type in West Sussex. 
 
Longbarrows are also rare here. James  showed us 
two as well as a cluster of round barrows. There is only 
one other longbarrow extant locally, Bevis's Thumb 
near Compton. Then James showed us a very recently 
discovered "Burnt Mound" of fire-cracked flint deep in 
the woods. Such mounds are well known in  the more 
remote parts of the British Isles but not in this part of 
England. The purpose for which the flints were used is 
uncertain; they are unlikely to be from lime-making -
perhaps  for cooking or even a ‘sweat lodge’ as seen in 
North America and Eastern Europe. 
 
After a short stop at the village pub we finished at St 
Mary’s church, Stoughton, a Saxon church built around 
1050 with Norman additions and a belfry added in the 
14th century.  Saxon churches are rare in this area.  
If you haven’t taken part in one of James’s walks and 
would like to know more about the district you will have 
an opportunity to join the next one on Sunday 4th 
October. The meeting point is to be announced.     ��                  
 
 
Come and join us 
 
Our Society’s 1991 constitution insists that committee 
members shall not serve for more than four years. After 
four years you’re out. This has proved to be a Good 
Thing; it regularly brings in new talents and ensures 
that no-one feels trapped into going on and on. The 
disadvantage is that every year the Chairman must find 
new recruits to replace those on the way out. At the 
next AGM in December we have to replace the 
Treasurer , the Membership Secretary , and even the 
Chairman. 
 
Why not consider joining the committee yourself? We 
need new blood (don’t worry, we don’t have any 
initiation ceremony) and new ideas. Only just joined 
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the Society?  So what? If you’ve got enthusiasm and 
energy you could fit right in. Hate writing reports?  We 
don’t want paperwork, just results. Not sure what you 
could offer? We need people to help with such a wide 
range of activities, outdoor and in, you will certainly find 
a niche and be valuable. We never propose people for 
the committee unless they agree, so making a few 
enquiries won’t commit you. Have a word with the 
Chairman, Trevor Davies or any committee member. If 
there’s a particular position you’d like to know more 
about, we can send you the job description to study. 
And of course there are perks. You get free tea and 
coffee, perhaps even biscuits, at committee meetings; 
and your photo will go into the Pocket Guide to Your 
Committee 2010! Who could ask for more? However 
we do expect candidates for all these posts to have a 
computer, to be on email, and in the case of the 
Treasurer, have a spread sheet package – preferably 
Excel. 
 
Not ready to join the committee? We also need helpers 
with the refreshments after our lectures. Years ago 
members used to arrive just before the lecture started 
and rush out of the door immediately after. Then Simon 
and Topsy Kelly offered to open the cinema bar to give 
members a chance to meet each other and chat a 
while. The Kelly’s have now moved on and we urgently 
need some more volunteers. It’s not onerous to serve 
tea, coffee and biscuits, and an occasional glass of 
wine, and members don’t stay at the bar for long. If we 
can get a roster going your turn may only come round 
once or twice a lecture season. We can’t expect people 
from Shoreham or Southampton to volunteer for this, 
but over 60 of our members live in PO19 or 20 so there 
are lots of ‘possibles’ out there. Just think of the new 
social contacts you’ll make, and give Dorothy Lawson a 
ring               or e-mail Trevor Davies                   to put 
yourself forward or to get more details of what’s 
involved.                                  �        
 
 
Papers for the AGM 
 
The Society’s constitution requires the agenda for the 
Annual General Meeting in December and a copy of 
the audited accounts to be sent to each member at 
least 14 days in advance. We shall circulate these 
papers by e-mail this year and ensure that copies are 
readily available at the AGM itself and at the November 
lecture. Recognising, however, that a minority of 
members do not use e-mail and may miss the lecture, 
we are ready to post copies to any members who 
would so prefer. To request such copies please contact 
the Treasurer, Kathleen Fancourt.  
 
                                                                             ��
 
 
Training courses almost a sell out 
Pauline Norris 
 
CDAS 2009 -2010 season’s training courses are 
proving popular with places only available on one. 

Five places are still on offer for the new course 
“Introduction to Practical Archaeology” on Saturday  
October 24th at Fishbourne Roman Palace Discovery 
Centre.  Jonathan Dicks will be steering participants 
through the basics of surveys, field walking and 
excavation. It is an ideal way to get started before 
embarking on “the real thing”.  

 
                            The mag-res team at Fishbourne 

 
There are long waiting lists for Local Geology 
(December 5th) and the new Advanced Roman Pottery 
course (March 20th) and there are also a few 
disappointed applicants for the Medieval Pottery 
course (January 20th. Roman Pottery on September 5th 
is also full. Those booked on the courses are asked to 
pay Pauline Norris as soon as possible. Cheques 
should be made out to CDAS.                               �   
 
 
Visits 
Samantha Joy 
 
This year the visits were well attended with virtually a 
full coach to see Sir Barry Cunliffe’s excavations at 
Brading Roman Villa on the Isle of Wight. 
 
Unfortunately the trip to Salisbury Cathedral and Old 
Sarum was not so well attended with members having 

to take their own cars.  
With a careful bit of 
juggling car sharing 
was organised which 
worked out ok but was 
a bit of a pain to 
organise. 
 
The Salisbury 
Cathedral/Old Sarum 
and Brading Roman 
Villa visits were both 
very informative with 
guides being arranged 
so that we learned all 
the quirks of the places 

that you don’t get from guide books or just walking 
round on your own.  The guide at Old Sarum was 
particularly amusing and obviously had a real passion 
and enthusiasm for the site.  He showed us a stone 
mason’s mark in the stone that he had only  discovered 
recently and which had previously gone unnoticed 
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during previous excavation and exploratory work.  He 
took a real pride in his find. 
 
The Brading Roman Villa Trip again had informative 
guides with us being split into four smaller groups.  
They showed us round the villa protected by its multi-
million pound heritage lottery funded building and then 

the ongoing excavations by Sir Barry Cunliffe 
(foreground above), revealing previously unknown 
walls and ditches.   They were very grateful for the 
donation that CDAS made to the dig fund.  Helping 
these projects ensures continued development and 
protection of sites of vital national importance. More 
trips are in the pipeline for next year so please keep 
your eye on the website www.cdas.info or come to the 
monthly meetings to find out the latest details.        �   
 
 
 
Training Dig June 2009 – Watergate Villa 
Mike Dunn 

 
A distinctive combination of sounds and aromas can be 
strongly evocative of a particular time and place – and 
for those on the Training Dig this year the unique 
combination of wild garlic and the exotic calls of  
peacocks will probably always conjure up memories of 

 
 
their first dig in woodlands at West Marden. Add the 
pleasures of June sunshine and picnics in the middle of  

a Roman villa (albeit still buried…), and only the 
midges spoilt the fun! We benefited hugely from having 
access to the site by kind permission of CDAS member 
Tony Segrave, and 19 new members had the chance 
to undertake an excavation, in most cases for the first 
time ever. The site itself is a known villa, which was 
excavated by James Kenny in 1984-6, but with 
potential still left. James was kind enough to come 
along several times to offer information and advice. 
With a week each for two groups, and under the 
supervision of Jonathan Dicks, assisted by Caroline 
Scott and Mike Dunn,  everyone tackled all aspects of 
an excavation, from initial trench lay-out right through 
to the final backfill. Along the way, there were the 
delights of trowelling in woodland with the usual 
tangles of roots, and having a try at a full range of 
archaeological techniques, from context recording, 
surveying, planning, and section drawing through to 
finds processing.  
 
And apart from learning new skills, what did we find?  
Well, the hoped-for bath house still remains to be 
found, but we did relocate one corner of the villa walls. 
There was a wide scattering of Roman pottery from the 
1st-4th centuries, including part of the footring of a 
Samian platter and a number of other interesting 
pieces. Nearby our main trench exposed a layer of flint 

cobble which seems likely to be a medieval track way,  
with a single Henry VIIth penny close by (photo above  
by Peter Page). Much more recent but poignant, a 
deep hole in the chalk proved to contain rusty tins and 
glassware, almost certainly buried as good house-
keeping by an army field kitchen during WW2.  The 
Canadians are known to have been camped in these 
woods just prior to D-Day, and these may well have 
been buried by a unit in their Third Division, which 
landed very successfully at Juno Beach almost exactly 
65 years to the day before our dig. 
 
For the future, the plan is to hold a post-excavation 
meeting to study and learn from the various finds in 
more detail, completing the full cycle of an excavation. 
And the hope is for CDAS to return to Watergate 
sometime in the future, with a dig open to all members. 
Watch out here and on the website for details           ��
                                                         �
 
 
 Events at Fishbourne Roman Palace 

Roman Army Week, 26 to 30 October 2009         ���                                 
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New members 
 
We extend a very warm welcome to the 28 new 
members who have joined since our last newsletter: 
 
 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
                                         �
Members` Reports 
John Boldero 
 
Cornwall; land of rocks, saints …and archaeology 
 
Cornwall, like the past, is another country; they do 
things differently there. Attached to England by only a 
few miles of non-riverine land, bounded by one of the 
longest coastlines of any British county, incorporating 
in its length Cape Cornwall, the only cape in the British 
Isles, Kernow has its own Parliament, the Stannery, its 
own flag, the Cross of St Piran, and its own language 
(at least three versions of it) and probably more local 
saints than anywhere outside Italy. For all this 
differentness you would expect to see some interesting 
archaeology and, dare one say it, Cornwall has it in 
spades. Some of the most obvious and picturesque 
examples, stone circles, round fields, menhirs and 
fougous (extensive tunnels of unknown purpose)  are 
found in many parts of Cornwall but Penwith, in the far 
west of the Duchy is particularly rewarding for 
archaeology.  
 
In the area of West Penwith there are many sites, often 
National Trust-owned, including near Bosigran Farm, 
(SW 4268 3700), prehistoric roundhouses and  
Romano-British courtyard houses and, at Carn Galva 
(SW 4212 3644), ancient field systems, Early Bronze 
Age barrows and one of the earliest types of 
permanent settlement in Britain, an Early Neolithic tor 
enclosure. One of the archaeological jewels, however, 
must be the field systems at Trevean  (SW4100 3545), 
located within one of the oldest continuously-worked 
landscapes in the world. 
 
Continuity, then, is one of the keynotes of Cornish 
sites. Kenijack Valley, near St Just, contains not only a 
wealth of prehistoric monuments, including an Early 
Bronze Age cairn and an Iron Age cliff castle but, a 
century and a half ago, boasted one of the highest 
concentrations of industrial activity in the far West, in 
its heyday of mining activities employing hundreds of 
workers in the one valley alone; to-day barely a handful 
of buildings and sluices exist to mark this huge 
endeavour.  
 
Other echoes of early industrial activities abound, such 
as the site of early extraction of uranium, from 

Botallack, while Madame Curie`s radium samples 
came from St Austell, along the coast. Those echoes 
are particularly strong at Porthkerris, where remains of 
coarse pottery vessels used to boil seawater in an Iron 
Age salt works have been found close to a brand-new 
enterprise to produce Cornish seasalt once again.  
 
For the marine archaeologist, Cornwall  more than 
makes up in numbers what it lacks in site accessibility. 
With ships navigating its challenging waters for the  
best  part of  two thousand years, Cornwall is host to 
one of the largest collections of wrecks in the world, 
with more than 500 off the Isles of Scilly and more than 
3000 off the South Cornish coast, dating, in all 
likelihood, from the early Roman period to the German 
freighter Mulheim, stranded and destroyed at Sennen, 
near Land`s End, in 2003.                                          �                 
 
 
Geophysical Surveys 
Gill Tracy   (Continued from Spring 2009 newsletter) 
 
8.0 Metal Detectors 
 
Metal detectors should not be confused with 
magnetometers, nor should they be confused with anti-
theft detectors used in retail stores nor the sort of 
detectors used in locating domestic wiring though they 
do have certain aspects in common. 
    
Unlike magnetometers, which are a passive device, 
metal detectors are an active device. In other words 
they induce an active current into the hidden metal 
object from an external source. In a similar method to 
the resistivity probes, the amount of current flow is 
dependent on the metal being detected and each metal 
has a different coefficient of resistance, i.e. the induced 
current either flows easily in some metals but less 
easily in others. 
 
Most metal detectors are seen as a circular scanning 
head at the end of a long 'broom' handle that carries 
the electronic control box. This scanning head carries 
two coils the diameter of the head, one the energising 
coil and the other the receiving coil. Either an 
oscillating current signal can be sent to the energising 
coil with a wide range of frequencies, or a pulse signal 
or a mixture of both. There are various arrangements 
of induction signals as there are coil arrangements. 
The current flowing in the energising coil creates a 
magnetic field and it is this field that induces secondary 
currents to flow in the hidden metal object which in turn 
create a magnetic field of its own. It is this secondary 
magnetic field that is picked up by the second coil in 
the metal detector scanning head and in effect 
functions in the same way as an ordinary electrical 
transformer.  
    
Magnetic fields on the axis of a coil reduce in intensity 
in proportion to the square of the distance, i.e. double 
the distance and the intensity reduces by four times, 
but this happens in both directions, both for the 
energiser and the receiver.  
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Note, as a rule of thumb, the depth of ground 
penetration for a metal detector is about equal to the 
diameter of the scanning head coil. 
    
As with many electro-magnetic sensor systems there 
are many sizes and arrangement of coils. Some use a 
ferrite rod coil, similar to those used as an antenna in 
an older version of a portable radio. These have more 
'pencil' like search characteristics and can be 
energised with a pulse from which the decay 
characteristics of the returned signal can give an 
indication of the type of metal being detected, i.e. the 
decay rate of pulsed signal is related to the resistivity of 
the metal object. Theoretically this type of metal 
detector could be 'tuned' to only find gold.  

 
9. Superconducting Quantum Interference Device 
(SQUID)         

 
The SQUID is not really practical as an archaeological 
survey instrument. Its use is mainly reserved for the 
medical field rather than the grass field. As its name 
suggests it operates at superconducting temperatures 
close to absolute zero or -273° C. It therefore req uires 
a source of liquid Hydrogen or Nitrogen in which a thin 
film of niobium is used to measure the current flow 
across a thin section under the influence of a magnetic 
field and is called a Josepherson Junction. 
    
Such sensors can measure the circulating currents and 
hence the magnetic fields in the human brain.            �             
 
 

 
 

James Kenny at the longbarrows, Stoughton Down 
 
 
 

An update on some activities of our neighbours in 
the Worthing Archaeological Society 

John Boldero 

WAS has been working on the site at Blacksmiths 
Corner, Walberton, with occasional CDAS support, for 
the last four years. It  comprises  a 5 room farm villa, 
enclosing  two North/South corridors and a narrow strip 
of double wall, possibly either a further narrow corridor 
or the site of a staircase to an upper floor. This year, 

work has contuinued, in particular, on defining aspects 
of  the bath house, (similar in style to the one at 
Barcombe Roman villa), where the floor level has been 
reached but all floor tiles are gone. 
No industrial-scale activity has been found but small 
amounts of slag were discovered last year and an area 
of burnt pit is under examination presently. Excavations 
by WAS have been carried out only recently but aerial 
reviews by others took place in the 1970`s, one of 
which appears to show a round feature to the east of 
the present site. Soil depth of around 30cms has meant 
that ploughing has led to substantial abrasion. 
Occupation of the site appears to have taken place 
between the first and fourth centuries but with some 
indications of Iron Age presence. Finds so far this year 
include Arun Valley ware from Hardham, a ` finger-
impressed` storage jar from Rowlands Castle, a 
Fishbourne-style big handled jar, and a rare, very light, 
early Gallo-Belgian jar, with an unusual `hair-pin` 
decoration. Samian ware items include a piece with the 
maker`s name as yet unidentified and a very shallow 
cup.                                                                             �  
                                                                                  �
�
 
   

 
 

Caroline Scott and excavators at the Watergate Villa 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Old Sarum in the 12th century 
Model in Salisbury cathedral 

 
 
 


