CDAS COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES

Wednesday, 21 July 2010

Rudkin Room

Fishbourne Palace Discovery Centre

Committee

David Rudkin (DR)                                        Guy Lockton (GL)

Mike Dunn (MD)                            

Pauline Norris (PN)

Dave Butcher(DB)


            Peter Ross (PR)                           

Shonagh Methven(SM)


Ian Judd (IJ)                                                   

Yvonne Munro(YM), 


            Keith Lawson, President (KL)                            

1. Apologies

Anne Joy(AJ), Sam Joy(SJ), Jonathan Dicks(JD), Peter Harding(PH), Keith Robinson(KR), Shonagh Methven(SM)

2. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the committee meeting of 21 April were approved.

3. Matters arising not on the agenda

Dave Butcher reported that he had e-mailed Worthing Archaeology Society twice to try to discuss cooperation but had received no reply.                                          

4. Treasurers report (Dave Butcher)

The Society’s financial year ends on 29 August. Claims and receipts for the current year should be submitted as early as possible. Over the year the Society faced a deficit of about £200 so far. Subscriptions were down by about £350. Fieldwork expenditure has been separated out from the account as agreed; there would be a slight but not serious overspend, but spending on new equipment could be costly.

5. Membership Secretary’s report (Anne Joy via attachment)

Membership renewal has now slowed down.

There are several members who joined after November last year and I will be chasing them in October for half the membership fee.  Although they paid the full fee on joining they should only have paid half.  It is easier to take the full fee and sort it out later than try to send back half the fee.  This will then take the payments to the full price of a year in April 2011.  They paid full price when they joined and seem reluctant to pay for just half a year now to put the books straight.  There are also some members who have not yet paid their full subs.  I will send out a reminder in August  (Diane did say this system goes on into August).  

In total the number who have not paid or will not pay until November are 56.  There have been 10 leavers, for various reasons, eg moving away, moving abroad, no time, too old to get to meetings.

6. Secretary’s report (Robert Kaltenborn)

Owing to the absence of the Secretary, there was no Secretary’s Report.

7. Publicity (Peter Ross)

Peter Ross said that he had prepared the usual poster for the September lecture.

8. Lecture Programme 2010/2011 (Keith Robinson via Chairman)

The programme of speakers for the 2010/11 season is now full; the lecture of 23 February will be on “Excavations at Haslar”. The first speaker, Neil Faulkner, has already been booked for the 2011/12 season.

9. Fieldwork (Jonathan Dicks via attachments and Mike Dunn)

a. General report

Documentary Research
Ann Davies

It is hoped that the research paper on Roman Warblington will be ready for our  planned excavation at Warblington.

Field Walking

Mike Dunn


Initial discussions have taken place with the Environment Agency (Steve 
Kemp) to undertake an extensive landscape survey at Selsey. The 
Society (Ann Davies) is currently putting together a statement of our 
capabilities and tentative archaeological work programme.


James Kenny has approached CDAS about the Medmerry beach area. The sea defences there are to be abandoned in 2012 and the Environment Agency would like to see a programme of fieldwalking  and documentary research undertaken to detect any interesting sites, to be followed as appropriate by geophysical surveys and possible excavations.  The total area is 300 hectares with very large fields. The land now belongs to the Environment Agency.  Ann Davies is preparing a project proposal paper after which there will be meetings with the tenant farmers. CDAS have been asked to ensure community involvement but it has been made clear that insurance problems may well preclude this.  No direct funding is available for this project.

Condition Assessment
Trevor Davies


Nothing to report.

Surveys


Nev. Haskins and Peter Page



Didling completed 22nd - 23rd May. Nothing significant to report


Selhurst in conjunction with George Aneley, 3rd Aug


Warblington: possibly as part of the planned excavation. 

Excavations


Two week excavation at West Marden successfully completed (Tony still not very well). The excavation report from last year’s dig has been produce and is available from Jonathan

b. Emsworth villa

Agreement now reached with Havant Bough Council with the dig now planned from Monday 20th Sept for 2 to 3 weeks depending on the weather and progress.   As part of an ongoing archaeological investigation into the Romano-British villa at Warblington it is now planned to excavation five test pits to accurately locate the building(s). The objectives of the excavation are to establish the state and preservation of the walls and to obtain dating evidence. To accurately locate the wall it will be necessary to use a theodolite. (See below.)

The proposed excavation at Emsworth is being handled by a steering group led by Jonathan Dicks. Over 40 members have volunteered to assist in various ways. Some operational problems remain to be solved. The committee approved the hire of a portaloo and lockable container at a cost of about £400, should the latter prove necessary.

c. Purchase of Theodolite

The Society does not currently own a theodolite and it is proposed that one is now purchased. 

A theodolite is an instrument for measuring both horizontal and vertical angles and is a key tool in surveying and recording in the excavation of archeological sites. A theodolite consists of a movable telescope mounted within two perpendicular axes—the horizontal and the vertical axis. When the telescope is pointed at a desired object, the angle of each of these axes can be measured with great precision, typically on the scale of arc-seconds. 

It is recommended that the Society purchase a Level –Mark DT-02 Theodolite. 

This will cost £934.13. An application for funds to purchase the theodolite has been made to Chichester Harbour Conservancy Sustainable Development Fund. It is expected that this application will be accepted. The terms under which the funds are granted requires that the Society will need to purchase the theodolite and demonstrate that it has been successfully used at the Warblington excavation prior to the cost of the theodolite being reimbursed.  

The Society will therefore need to fund the purchase of the theodolite until, at the most, the end of October 2010.

Peter Harding and Richard Storey have agreed to become the Society’s ‘experts’ on using the machine and James Kenny, who fully supports our purchase of a theodolite, has offered to train us. This is another step in the development of the skills and expertise of our Society 

It is recommend that the Society now purchases a theodolite.

The committee approved the purchase of a theodolite on condition that written confirmation is received from Chichester Harbour Conservancy that they are in principle willing to help with the cost provided the instrument’s value is proved.

d. Didling

The results from the work at Didling appear to show little of interest.

e. Watergate

At the Watergate excavation trenches 1 and 2 have raised further questions about this site. Trench 3 found Roman foundations but not where expected according to James Kenny’s original site plan. There may well be another season of work there.  Further work remains to be conducted on the considerable number and  range of finds.  

f. Excavation Reports

Mike Dunn(MD), in responding to a point raised by Dave Butcher (DB), said the committee must decide where and to whom CDAS excavation reports should be made available. The committee agreed that reports should be published as widely as possible but whether to members only or on the webpage remains to be decided.

10. Training Programme (Pauline Norris)

The course programme should result in a small profit.

Neville Haskins has confirmed that he will run the planned geophys course at a date in 2011, subject to agreement with the Leader of Surveying activity.

11. Media (Guy Lockton)

The next newsletter is due in September. The usual circular will be sent giving the deadline for contributions.

12. Website (Ian Judd)

Ian confirmed that the website is up to date.

13. Visit programme (Samantha Joy via Chairman)

The Andover trip was successful. Sales of tickets for the Social Evening in August have been slow.

14. Chairman’s report

a. Honorary Life Memberships

Tony Seagrave has been given Life Membership of the Society and has expressed his pleasure. The committee agreed that James Kenny should be offered the same in recognition of his work with the Society.

b. There have been few volunteers to help man the Society’s stand at the Fort Cumberland open day on 31 July/1 August. Further help would be welcome.

15. Any Other Business

It was suggested that cheaper accommodation might be sought for Committee meetings and the AGM. The Fishbourne Centre is being investigated.

16. Date of next meetings.    

The next meeting of the committee will be on Wednesday 20 October 2010 starting at 7:30 PM.

Robert D Kaltenborn

Secretary
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