CDAS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, 21 October 2009

Committee

Trevor Davies (TD)                                        Guy Lockton (GL)

Mike Dunn (MD)                            

Pauline Norris (PN)

Kathleen Fancourt (KF)


Peter Ross (PR)                           

Alan Stanley (AS)                                          Sam Joy (SJ)                                           

Ian Judd (IJ)                                                   Diane Wilson (DW)

Robert Kaltenborn (RK)                              

Jonathan Dicks (JD) (co-opted)                     Keith Lawson, President (KL)

1. Apologies

 Yvonne Munro (YM), Keith Robinson(KR)

2. Minutes of Meeting of 22 July 2009

Minutes of previous meeting agreed as revised.

3. Consideration of candidates for Officers of the Society

a. Chairman  A number of individuals were discussed for the role.  The committee was of the unanimous view that if David Rudkin were willing to take on the role we would have another outstanding chairman. 

b. Treasurer  there are two volunteers to take on the role, if there are no other candidates.

c. Membership secretary  One person was suggested for the role.  The individual will be contacted to determine if they would be willing to accept the role. 

4. Treasurer’s Report

Bank Accounts                                 £

Higher Interest Account           5070.39

Cheque Account                        838.41 

                                                 5908.80

Of which, Fieldwork Fund        1267.38

Income since 29.04.09

Membership subs                       179.00

Receipts at door                             6.00

Training                                       750.00

Excursions                                  135.00

Bank Interest                                  0.68  

                                                  1070.68

Expenses since 29.04.09

Hire of New Park                          35.00

Speaker (Duncan Brown)             65.00

Running costs                              15.60

Equipment                                   16.91

Excursion(Brading RV)           1496.95

Donation (Brading dig)               65.00

Printing of ‘Walk’ booklet            83.10

Training                                     406.52

                                                 2184.08

The training dig made a ‘profit’ of £41.63.  This amount has been credited to the Fieldwork Fund.

A discussion of membership subscriptions took place.  The meeting felt the subscriptions should be maintained at the current level.   However, the Society would seek to lift income from those participating in activities such as field walking to cover costs.

5. Membership Report

There are currently 212 members, plus one Honorary Member.  The membership includes many new members this year, but unfortunately we have lost a number of members.  This includes 20 who have not renewed their subscription this year. 

6. Publicity (PR)

Nothing to report.  Posters are distributed for the meetings.  There is some indication that the posters attract at least some people to the meetings.

7. Lecture Programme

KR was not present to discuss.  TD to follow up to make sure work is underway for the new year.

8. Fieldwork

a. Documentary Research  Progressing well. TD reported on work done by Rob M on Didling.  JD said it is an outstanding piece of work and Rob is to be congratulated on the effort he has invested and results achieved.

b. Field walking  MD reported on finds identification session held on 20 October 2009.   This was attended by some 23 people.  He also talked about attempts to map field walking finds onto maps of the fields.  MD and AS are going to do some training, initially focusing on sorting and weighing.

c. Surveying  JD reported the group has a very full programme of events which have been very successful.  Chichester Walls project started with a geo-phys of the sites that are now being dug.  There are several more surveys still to be done over the remainder of this year.

d. Excavations  JD reported that a geo-phys at Didling suggests there is something substantial   on the site.  He is suggesting a small group dig a trench or two to determine what is actually there.  He reported that there are discussions about returning to Watergate Hanger, probably during April, 2010.  He asked for additional support to help supervise the exercise.  SJ volunteered.  AS may also be able to help in this way.  JD reported that he is continuing to discuss with Havant Borough Council about further work on the Emsworth site.   He believes it will be 2010 before there is any digging on the site.

e. Buying a gazebo   TD to chase Emsworth Food Festival committee with a view to buying one or more of their tents at an attractive price.  MD will check on availability of new tents in case this becomes necessary.

f. JD reported that CDAS now has a Munsell color chart of earth samples.  JD told the meeting that grants may be available from the County Council for various activities and initiatives.  JD passed around a copy of the brochure produced by Chichester Harbour Conservancy council which refers to CDAS on a number of occasions.   

9. Training Programme  PN reported that ALL training course for 2009/10 are over-subscribed except for the first one running this Saturday.  This one is four short of being full, but having booked 22 onto the Local Geology course in December.  After Christmas PN will be circulating a list of potential courses for 2010/11.  Current suggestions 

10. Newsletter  GL was complimented on the latest issue of the newsletter.  Discussion about distribution of the newsletter took place.  It was decided that those members who are on email will receive it electronically from now on.  Others will continue to be able to collect it at the meeting or have it posted to them.

11. Website  IJ reported that everything, except some input from GL, has been added to the site.  GL pointed out some sections are out of date and need some attention.  Discussion about putting minutes of Committee and various sub-committees took place.  Agreed that an edited version of the Committee minutes will be on the web site.  Sub-committees will not be on the web site.   

12. Visits   Nothing currently planned.  A variety of suggestions were discussed.  SJ will be working on this in the future.

13. Chairman’s report 

a. Venues for AGM.  TD expects to run the AGM at the Chichester Assembly Rooms on Wednesday, 16 December 2009 at 7:30.  Committee are requested to be there by 7:00 to help finish setting up.

b. First Committee Meeting in 2010  It was agreed the first meeting in 2010 will be on Wednesday, 20 January 2010.  Location to be determined.

14. AOB 

a. AS reported that he has done some background research on the proposition raised by Mr. Montague.

15. Next Meeting will be on 20 January 2010.

Meeting was closed at 9:45 PM.

Robert D Kaltenborn

Secretary
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